
Crib notes


Dressing the diver

Diver dressed
Harness secure

Umbilical secure

Bail-out open

Cylinder contents
Main air on

Helmet secure

Main air off

Diver operates bail-out

Main air on

Diver close bail-out Vv

Communications tested

Diver ready for the water

Kirby Morgan Band Mask Pre-Dive Checks

(All checks must be carried out not more than 6 hours before diving)

1. Visually inspect the mask, hood.

2. Comms wiring is intact, and all connectors are in place

3. Connect up the hood to the mask making sure the hood is lined up with the mask and not twisted. The clamping ring must be on tight.

4. Ensure that all valves are moving freely and that the nose-clearing device slides in and out smoothly but with a little pressure on it to make a good seal.
5. Connect Bail-out and first stage to the mask emergency Vv. With the cylinder turned off check that all the Vv are closed; now open the cylinder and check the contents (min 150 bar). Open emergency Vv to allow air into the side block; no air should escape from the mask umbilical connection (the non return Vv), if air were to escape this would signify a faulty non-return Vv and the mask must not be used until repaired. Whilst bail-out air is on check that you can breathe from the mask, this proves the function of the bail-out.

6. Connect the umbilical and check the function of the mask.

7. Check comms

8. Final visual check

9. Report to supervisor that the mask is ready and the no-return Vv is tested and working

Kirby Morgan Sperlite Mk 17
The checks are the same as the band mask, but the neck-dam also must be checked for damage. The helmet liners must be kept clean to avoid ear infections.
Post Dive Checks
1. Disconnect the mask from the umbilical and 1st stage and cover over hose ends

2. Disconnect hood from mask, then clean and dry.

3. Check for damage

4. Never allow water to enter the demand Vv.(stagnate or damage the Vv)

Companion Diver Drill
1. Stand-by diver follows the stricken divers umbilical

2. Reports when stricken diver visual

3. check the area for dangers

4. Give the diver a shake

5. Purge the divers mask/ helmet at least 3 times
6. Put your arm through the stricken divers vest, allowing you to use both hands.

7. Leave bottom at a controlled ascent, returning along there umbilical freeing obstructions as you go.
8. Operate steady flow as you leave bottom to flush mask/ helmet through.

9. Ditch weights if nesercaery
10. if there is no air go to bail-out if this fails use your own pneumo hose and, once bubbles are coming out, put it up the neck dam or hood

11. Be aware of the head position at all times, keep the airway clear.

12. Once on the surface ditch weights if not already done so and fully inflate the suit, make yourself positively buoyant also.

Trouble Drill

1. Stop, relax and inform the surface and or buddy that all is not well.

2. Purge the helmet for 3 seconds by using the steady flow Vv and or purge button.

3. If symptoms persist operate bail-out, check contents.

4. Surface at a controlled rate of ascent.

Broken face Plate

1. Put your head forward

2. Open your steady flow Vv until
3. Fully open the dial a breath

4. Return to the surface

Emergency Ascent
1. Carry out trouble drill

2. Breath normally through the ascent.

3. Once on surface slip weights and make your self positively buoyant

4. Gain attention.

Loss of Comms

Surface – Signal to the bell “a loss of comms” by flashing the bell lights.

Bellman – Signals to the surface 2 Blasts on the blow-down Vv to acknowledge the emnrancy (2 seconds on 2 seconds off)

Bellman – gives the diver 1 pull on the umbilical then four pulls to return to the bell.
Diver – Acknowledges all lifeline signals and returns to the bell.

Bellman – Take’s up divers slack and assists in stowing it away.

Both enter the bell and secure the safety chains.

Bellman – When the bell is ready to leave bottom signal the surface by giving four blow downs.

Surface – lift the bell slowly, monitoring pneumo and air supply pressure gauges.
Bellman – If there are any problems the bellman will give a series of blow downs.

Surface – if there is a problem during the ascent be prepared to send in the surface stand by to assist.

Loss of Air Supply To The Wet Bell

Surface – if main air L.P. air fails, switch over to the H.P. back up, inform supervisor and abort the dive.

Bellman – Switch over to the on board bail out supply, In form the supervisor recall the diver to the bell, although the diver will have already gone to bail out and would be returning to the bell. The bellman informs surface once both divers are in the bell and are on bell reserve. (you ill be able to see this by looking at the reduced H.P. gauge which will be fluctuating as you breath.
Assist in the stowage of umbilical, secure chain report when ready to leave bottom.

Diver – If your air supply fails go to bail out, inform the surface and return to the bell.

Surface Stand By Diver

1. Enter the water and follow the wet bell umbilical, 

2. Once at the wet bell deploy the man lift

3. If the surface stand by has to rescue the bellman and diver he must put the wet bell chain over his umbilical allowing him to return to the wet bell if he gets lost. Otherwise he remains at the wet bell and acts as bellman.

Diver Rescue By Bellman

1. If you can see the stricken diver and there are no snags try and pull him back.

2. Deploy the man lift.

3. Blow the canopy down

4. Check all panel Vv are in the correct position.

5. Release enough umbilical to reach the diver.

6. Swim along the diver’s umbilical, clearing any snags and taking up slack.

7. Check for dangers

8. Report when the diver is visual.

9. If the diver is unconscious  open the steady flow(ensure bail out closed)

10. If you see no bubbles open bail out, again no bubbles use your pneumo

11. Pull the diver back to bell using there umbilical. to assist you.

12. Once back at the bell push the diver in and attach the man lift.

13. Hoist the diver so that his head and shoulders are clear of the water

14. Carry out 1st aid as required.
These crib notes are to be used at own risk and referred to the relevant manual for up to date changes and procedures

